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ACADEMIC & GENERAL INFORMATION 

General Information 

Small Middle School serves students in grades six to eight. Our school is designed to meet the needs of young 

adolescents. 

 

We encourage parents to contact the teachers often to build a teaming approach in working with his/her child. 

This allows better communication and support, as well as more individual attention for all students. 

 

Enrollment 

A student enrolling in the district for the first time must be accompanied by his/her parent(s) or legal guardian 

and must provide evidence of required immunizations, proof of residence (utility bill or lease agreement), 

copy of birth certificate and social security card, and a withdrawal form from the previous school. To complete 

admission, the following demographic information is necessary: home address, home phone, mother's name, 

place of business and work phone, father's name, place of business and work phone, and a friend or relative's 

name and number in case of emergency. 

 

Curriculum at a Glance 

Small MS provides middle school students a well-balanced curriculum that meets the requirements of the Texas 
Education Agency (TEA). Our academic program offers all students the same basic course of study. Students in 
grades 6-8 are required to take core courses in English Language Arts and Reading, Mathematics, Science, 
Social Studies, Physical Education, and Fine Arts. These courses will be explained by subject area in this guide. 

All 6th grade students are placed in English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and Physical 

Education classes. 

 

During the middle school years, students need to broaden their academic and career options and develop the 

foundation needed for success in high school. 

 

A counselor can assist students and parents in choosing appropriate courses. Teachers may also make 

recommendations to parents to move students into advanced academic courses and will contact the parent to 

discuss this. If the parent wishes to move their child into advanced academic courses, the parent will need to 

conference with the current teacher and/or counselor. 

 

Gifted and Talented Services 

Identified gifted students are expected, but not required, to take a rigorous course of study to include Advanced 

Mathematics in middle school, Pre-AP courses in middle and high school and AP courses in high school. 

 

Differentiation: Identified gifted and talented (G/T) students are offered differentiated learning opportunities 

within the classroom in Mathematics, English Language Arts and Reading, Science, and Social Studies. 

Differentiation is an instructional model guiding teachers in developing classrooms actively attentive to the 

needs of academically diverse student populations. The approach of differentiating instruction advocates active 

planning for student differences in the classroom.  In a differentiated classroom, students have multiple option
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for taking in or accessing information (content), making sense of ideas (process), and expressing what they learn 

(product).  In addition, flexible grouping and acceleration opportunities are prescribed by the classroom teacher. 

 

G/T Cluster Grouping: Cluster grouping is a method Small MS uses to meet the academic needs of G/T 

students. G/T students are clustered in core subject areas with a G/T trained classroom teacher. The G/T cluster 

teacher is responsible for teaching the core content academic curriculum as well as differentiating instruction for 

the G/T students. 

 

 

Advanced Mathematics:  Students in Advanced Mathematics experience a compacted curriculum.  Four years of 

math instruction are compacted into three years with students completing Algebra I in their eighth grade year. 

Additional Advanced Math experience compacts curriculum for 6-8 grade math in sixth grade, Algebra I in 

seventh grade and Geometry in 8th grade.  Students will have to earn a Level II Advanced on 5th grade Math 

STAAR score (or equivalent) and have a teacher recommendation for the Advanced Mathematics sequence. 

The Geometry track will also require a summer bridge camp with mandatory attendance. 

 

Advanced Science: Students in Advanced Science experience a compacted curriculum. Excluding most 

chemistry and physics standards, grades 6-8 science instruction is compacted into two years with students 

completing Integrated Physic and Chemistry (IPC) in their eighth grade year. Students will have to earn a Level 

III Commended in 5th grade Science STAAR score for (or equivalent) for admission  
 

Pre-AP In addition, Pre-AP classes are offered in English Language Arts and Reading, Science, and Social 

Studies by educators who are trained in advanced curriculum and in gifted and talented education. 

 

Pre-AP (Pre-Advanced Placement Classes) 

The Advanced Placement (AP) program is a cooperative educational endeavor between secondary schools and 

colleges and universities where college-level courses are taught in a high school program. The purpose of Pre- 

Advanced Placement courses is to give students the opportunity to develop skills that will enable them to be 

successful in AP courses. At the end of each AP course, an AP Exam is given. High school students who 

demonstrate qualifying scores on the AP exams can receive college credit and/or advanced standing at a 

university or college. Pre-AP courses are characterized by an immersion in rigorous content, an accelerated 

pace, and performance assessment at the synthesis and evaluative levels. Typically, successful Pre-AP students 

are task-oriented, proficient readers, and able to prioritize their time. The curricula for the courses are built on 

the core academic curriculum following the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) expectations for 

each course. Students are encouraged to take Pre-AP courses that are appropriate to their interests and academic 

strengths. The number of Pre-AP courses a student takes also varies with students’ motivation, self-discipline, 

and available time outside of class.  If you have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher. 

 

The following are characteristics of successful Pre-AP students: 
 

Personal characteristics 

 Reading on or above grade level 

 Strong study skills and sufficient self-motivation to persevere when faced with challenging material or 

a more rapid pace of instruction 

 Proficient oral and written communication skills 

 Self-discipline to plan, organize, and carry out tasks to completion 

 Interest and self-directedness in the Pre-AP course 

 

Academic characteristics 

 Successful completion of prerequisite coursework 

o Recommended grade of 90 or higher in an academic class 

o Recommended grade of 80 or higher in Pre-AP class 

 Successful performance in related content area courses 

(example: math and science or English and social studies) 
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 Scores at Level III: Advanced Academic Performance on the most recent STAAR test closely related to 

the Pre-AP course being considered. 

 

Preparing Your Schedule 

Sixth grade students should consider their interests and abilities in selecting courses for eighth grade and for 
high school. Therefore, when choosing elective courses sixth grade students should consider what it requires 

to accomplish their goals. For instance, if students are interested in taking 8th grade band, students should 
select the beginning course in sixth grade and the intermediate course in seventh grade. A course that is 
required before another course can be taken is called a “prerequisite course.” It is important students are 
aware of deadlines in selecting and changing course requests, as course selections are used to hire quality 
teachers and set the master schedule for the next year. 
 

High School Credit and GPA 

Courses taken for high school credit while in middle school will count in the student’s high school 

cumulative grade point average/GPA and recorded on the high school Academic Achievement Record 

(transcript). 

 

Top Ten Gets You In  

The Texas public college or university of your choice must automatically admit you if (1) your academic 

average placed you in the top 10 percent of your high school class; (2) you apply no later than two years after 

graduating from a Texas high school; and (3) you submit a completed application before the expiration of any 

filing deadline established by the college. The University of Texas at Austin is an exception to this rule. Under 

Senate Bill 175, the University of Texas, at Austin, is to admit automatically enough students to fill 75% of 

available space set aside for Texas residents in an entering freshmen class. As a result, the University of Texas, 

at Austin, will automatically admit all eligible 2017 summer/fall applicants who rank within the top 7% of their 

high school graduating class, with the remaining spaces to be filled through holistic review. 
 

 

State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) 

STAAR is the state’s student testing program that began in the 2011-2012 school year. The standardized testing 

program includes students in grades 3-12 and focuses on readiness for success in subsequent grades and courses 

and, ultimately, for college and career. 

 

Over the course of their public school career, students participating in STAAR will be tested in the core subject 

areas - reading, writing, mathematics, science, and social studies. 

 

Students in middle school take the following STAAR tests: 

6th  Grade – Reading, Mathematics 
7th  Grade – Reading, Writing, Mathematics 

8th  Grade – Reading, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies 

 

At the high school level, 5 End-of-Course assessments replace grade specific tests. 

 

Visit the Texas Education Agency website for more news and information about STAAR. 

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/staar/ 

  

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/staar/
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NAVIGATING YOUR FUTURE 

 

Preparing for your future starts now! 

Here are some tips that can prepare you to begin thinking about high school and college today. Your future 
depends on it! 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSES- Challenge yourself now with classes that can help you in high school. 

The courses you select in middle school can make an impact on high school. 
 Challenge yourself - select courses that match your abilities, but are also challenging. You will be more prepared 

for high school. The more challenging courses you can take in high school the more prepared you are for college 

or other post-secondary opportunities. 

 Investigate your options - determine what middle school courses can be taken for high school credit.  Some 

courses you can take online throughout the year and Summer School. Talk to your counselor about the middle 

school courses you can take for high school credit. High School coursework is more demanding and requires 

organizational skills and determination to get the work done. 

 Research available courses - determine what classes will build your skills for courses that you will be taking in 

high school. 

 Begin to attend teacher tutorials when they are offered 

 Visit with your counselor regarding your interests and future plans. 

 In 8th grade, counselors will discuss your Personal Graduation Plan and talk about graduation requirements, 

including the Endorsements. A student can graduate with more than one endorsement on their academic 

achievement record (transcript). The colleges and universities are not concerned with the number of 

endorsements or the name of the endorsements, as long as the student is college ready and has met all admissions 

guidelines for the deadline for admission. 

 HB 5- Foundation High School Graduation Program with Endorsements 
Freshman in 2014 and beyond will be graduating under HB 5 Foundation High School Graduation 

Program with Endorsements. Students must graduate with a coherent sequence of courses for an 

Endorsement (Career Cluster); this endorsement will go on the student’s Academic Achievement 

Record (transcript). For more information on the new graduation plans students and parents can go to 

www.austinisd.org/graduation-plans.  

 
 

http://www.austinisd.org/graduation-plans
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

Required Courses 
 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND 

READING 

6th Grade English Language Arts and Reading 

Course Number: 1027R/1027H  

Grade 6 English Language Arts and Reading 

concentrates on the following strands of skills: 

Reading, Writing, Research, Listening and Speaking 

and Oral and Written Conventions. The skills are 

cumulative--students will continue to address earlier 

skills as needed while they attend to skills for their 

grade. In sixth grade, students will read and 

understand a wide variety of literary and 

informational texts and compose a variety of written 

texts with a clear controlling idea, coherent 

organization, and sufficient detail.  Students will 

also be expected to conduct research where they will 

evaluate, synthesize, and present ideas and findings. 

Students will read and write on a daily basis. 

 

7th Grade English Language Arts and 

Reading Course Number: 1027R 

In Grade 7, English Language Arts is organized into 

the following strands: Reading, Writing, Research, 

Listening and Speaking, and Oral and Written 

Conventions. The skills students master are 

cumulative--students will continue to address earlier 

skills as needed while they attend to skills for their 

grade. In seventh grade, students will read and 

understand a wide variety of literary and 

informational texts and compose a variety of written 

texts with a clear controlling idea, coherent 

organization, and sufficient detail. Students will 

also be expected to conduct research where they 

will evaluate, synthesize, and present ideas and 

findings. Students will read and write on a daily 

basis. 

 

7th Grade English Language Arts & Reading, 

Pre-AP Course Number: 1027H 

Pre-AP curriculum serves as the foundation for the 

Advanced Placement Program. Emphasis is placed 

on developing critical and creative thinking and 

analysis of the style of selected authors and works 

through required reading. Students are expected to 

manage and actively engage in extensive in and out 

of class reading, individual and group research 

projects, challenging class discussions, and a variety 

of writing assignments in order to obtain a rich, 

rigorous, and preparatory language experience. Pre-

AP students should expect to continue in the AP 

program with a goal of taking the AP test in high 

school. Students will focus on skills required for the 

Advanced Placement Exam. 7th grade Pre-AP English 

covers the same concepts as those in 7th grade English 

except presentation of content is more accelerated and 

complex. Pre-AP is an advanced course recommended 

for students with a strong interest in English Language 

Arts and good study skills. Out of class time will be 

necessary for success in course work. 

 

8th Grade English Language Arts and 

Reading Course Number: 1028R 

In Grade 8, English Language Arts is organized into 

the following strands: Reading, Writing, Research, 

Listening and Speaking, and Oral and Written 

Conventions. The skills students master are 

cumulative--students will continue to address earlier 

skills as needed while they attend to skills for their 

grade. In eighth grade, students will read and 

understand a wide variety of literary and informational 

texts and compose a variety of written texts with a 

clear controlling idea, coherent organization, and 

sufficient detail. Students will also be expected to 

conduct research where they will evaluate, synthesize, 

and present ideas and findings. Students will read and 

write on a daily basis. 

 

8th Grade English Language Arts & Reading, 

Pre-AP Course Number: 1028H 

Pre-AP curriculum serves as the foundation for the 

Advanced Placement Program. Emphasis is placed 

on developing critical and creative thinking and 

analysis of the style of selected authors and works 

through required reading. Students are expected to 

manage and actively engage in extensive in and out 

of class reading, individual and group research 

projects, challenging class discussions, and a variety 

of writing assignments in order to obtain a rich, 

rigorous, and preparatory language experience. Pre-

AP students should expect to continue in the AP 

program with a goal of taking the AP test in high 

school. Students will focus on skills required for the 

Advanced Placement Exam. 8th grade Pre-AP 

English covers the same concepts as those in 8th 

grade English except presentation of content is more 

accelerated and complex. Pre-AP is an advanced 

course recommended for students with a strong 

interest in English Language Arts and good study 

skills. Out of class time will be necessary for success 
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in course work.  

 

 

 

English as a Second Language (ESL)/English for 

Non-English Speakers 

ESL classes prepare students for academic success 

in all content areas. Students learn English in a 

highly structured way in order to obtain, process, 

and construct knowledge as well as to demonstrate 

their knowledge of subject matter information 

through oral and written expression. Placement is 

determined by LPAC. 

 

Reading Enrichment 

This course is offered in addition to the grade level 

English Language Arts course. It is designed to 

address reading deficiencies and to re-teach 

previously un-mastered skills and accelerate literacy 

concepts and abilities. This course offers students an 

opportunity to read with competence, confidence, 

and understanding through instruction in 

comprehension strategies, word recognition, and 

vocabulary. Note: This course may be required 

instead of an elective. Students will be placed in the 

reading enrichment class based on student 

assessment data received by the district during the 

summer. 

 
MATHEMATICS 

 

6th Grade Mathematics 

Course Number: 3026R 

The primary focal areas in Grade 6 mathematics are 

number and operations; proportionality; expressions, 

equations, and relationships; and measurement and 

data. Students use concepts, algorithms, and 

properties of rational numbers to explore 

mathematical relationships and to describe 

increasingly complex situations. Students use 

concepts of proportionality to explore, develop, and 

communicate mathematical relationships. Students 

use algebraic thinking to describe how a change in 

one quantity in a relationship results in a change in 

the other.  Students connect verbal, numeric, 

graphic, and symbolic representations of 

relationships, including equations and inequalities. 

Students use geometric properties and relationships, 

as well as spatial reasoning, to model and analyze 

situations and solve problems.  Students 

communicate information about geometric figures or 

situations by quantifying attributes, generalize 

procedures from measurement experiences, and use 

the procedures to solve problems. Students use 

appropriate statistics, representations of data, and 

reasoning to draw conclusions, evaluate arguments, 

and make recommendations. 

 

6th Grade Advanced Mathematics-

leading to Algebra in 8th grade 

Course Number: 3026H 

Grade 6 Advanced Mathematics is the beginning of 

an accelerated mathematics program designed to 

prepare students to study Algebra I in Grade 8 and to 

continue their high school mathematics education to 

Advanced Placement Calculus and/or Statistics. This 

course will cover all of the Grade 6 mathematics 

standards and the majority of the Grade 7 

mathematics standards. Final placement of students 

choosing to pursue this course to begin the 

accelerated mathematics program will be based on 

student assessment data received by the district 

during the summer. 

 
Students enrolled in Grade 6 Advanced Mathematics will 

take the STAAR Grade 6 Mathematics Assessment. 
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6th Grade Advanced Mathematics-

leading to Geometry in 8th grade 

Course Number: 3031H 

Grade 6 Advanced Mathematics is the beginning 

of an accelerated mathematics program designed 

to prepare students to study Geometry in Grade 8 

and to continue their high school mathematics 

education to Advanced Placement Calculus 

and/or Statistics. This course will cover all of the 

Grade 6, 7, and 8 mathematics standards. Final 

placement of students choosing to pursue this 

course to begin the accelerated mathematics 

program will be based on student assessment data 

received by the district during the summer. 

 
Students enrolled in Grade 6 Advanced Mathematics 

Geometry Track will take the STAAR Grade 8 

Mathematics Assessment. 

 

7th Grade Mathematics 

Course Number: 3027R 

The primary focal areas in Grade 7 are numbers 

and operations; proportionality; expressions, 

equations, and relationships; measurement and 

data. Students use concepts, algorithms, and 

properties of rational numbers to explore 

mathematical relationships and to describe 

increasingly complex situations. Students use 

concepts of proportionality to explore, develop, 

and communicate mathematical relationships, 

including numbers, geometry measurement, 

statistics and probability. 

 

Students use algebraic thinking to explain where a 

change in one variable causes a change in another 

variable. Students connect verbal, numeric, graphic, 

and symbolic representations of relationships, 

including equations and inequalities. Students use 

geometric properties and relationships, as well as 

spatial reasoning, to model and analyze situations 

and solve problems. 

Students communicate information about 

geometric figures or situations by quantifying 

attributes, generalize procedures from 

measurement experiences, and use the procedures 

to solve problems. Students use appropriate 

statistics, representations of data, and reasoning to 

draw conclusions, evaluate arguments, and make 

recommendations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade Advanced Mathematics 

Course Number:  3027H 

Grade 7 Advanced Mathematics is the continuation of 

an accelerated mathematics program designed to 

prepare students to study Algebra I in Grade 8 and to 

continue their high school mathematics education to 

Advanced Placement Calculus and/or Advanced 

Placement Statistics. The course will cover all of the 

Grade 7 mathematics standards and the majority of 

the Grade 8 mathematics standards not covered in the 

6th grade advanced course. Students are placed in 

advanced mathematics beginning in Grade 6. 

Principal permission is required to enroll in the Grade 

7 Advanced Mathematics course if a student did not 

complete the Grade 6 Advanced Mathematics course.  
 

Students enrolled in Grade 7 Advanced Mathematics will 

take the STAAR Grade 8 Mathematics Assessment. 

 

8th Grade Mathematics  

Course Number: 3028R 

The primary focal areas in Grade 8 are 

proportionality; expressions, equations, 

relationships, and foundations of functions; and 

measurement and data. Students use concepts, 

algorithms, and properties of real numbers to 

explore mathematical relationships and to describe 

increasingly complex situations.  Students use 

concepts of proportionality to explore, develop, and 

communicate mathematical relationships. Students 

use algebraic thinking to describe how a change in 

one quantity in a relationship results in a change in 

the other. Students connect verbal, numeric, 

graphic, and symbolic representations of 

relationships, including equations and inequalities. 

Students begin to develop an understanding of 

functional relationships. Students use geometric 

properties and relationships, as well as spatial 

reasoning, to model and analyze situations and 

solve problems. Students communicate information 

about geometric figures or situations by quantifying 

attributes, generalize procedures from measurement 

experiences, and use the procedures to solve 

problems. Students use appropriate statistics, 

representations of data, and reasoning to draw 

conclusions, evaluate arguments, and make 

recommendations. 
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Algebra I, Pre-AP Course 

Number: 3313.HJ0000.Y 
HS Credit:  1 

There is a strong expectation that all of the 

students in a Pre-AP mathematics program are 

preparing for mathematics courses beyond 

Algebra II, such as Advanced Placement Calculus 

and/or Advanced Placement Statistics in Grades 

11 or 12 of high school. 

 

In Algebra I Pre-AP, students will build on the 

knowledge and skills for mathematics in Grade 6-8, 

which provide a foundation in linear relationships, 

number and operations, and proportionality.  

Students will study linear, quadratic, and 

exponential functions and their related 

transformations, equations, and associated solutions. 

Students will connect functions and their associated 

solutions in both mathematical and real- world 

situations. Students will use technology to collect 

and explore data and analyze statistical 

relationships. In addition, students will study 

polynomials of degree one and two, radical 

expressions, sequences, and laws of exponents. 

Students will generate and solve linear systems with 

two equations and two variables and will create new 

functions through transformations. Principal 

permission is required to enroll in the Algebra I Pre-

AP course if a student did not complete the Grade 7 

Advanced Mathematics course. 

 
Students enrolled in Pre-AP Algebra 1 in will take 

the STAAR Algebra 1 EOC assessment. 

 

This course will count for high school credit and will 

become a permanent part of the student’s high 

school transcript. Algebra I Pre-AP will be factored 

into the student’s high school cumulative grade 

point average/GPA. 

 

Mathematics Enrichment 

Course Number:  

This course is offered in addition to the grade level 

mathematics course. It is designed to address 

deficiencies, re-teach prior learning, and accelerate 

mathematical concepts and skills. Problem solving, 

number sense, and algebraic reasoning will be 

emphasized. Note: This course may be required 

instead of an elective. Students will be placed in a 

mathematics enrichment class based on student 

assessment data received by the district during the 

summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCIENCE 

 

 

 
6th Grade Science Course 

Number: 4126R 

Sixth grade science focuses primarily on physical 

science and the physics and chemistry applications of 

the four scientific strands. 

Topics in sixth grade will include: 

 Matter and Energy—understanding the nature 

of elements and compounds, differentiating 

between chemical and physical properties of 

and changes in matter, and sources and uses of 

our natural resources. 

 Force, Motion and Energy—differentiating 

between potential and kinetic energy, heat 

transfer, and understanding the relationship 

between force and motion (including 

measurement and calculation). 

 Earth and Space—understanding of the Earth 

as part of our solar system, the role of gravity 

on a larger scale, and issues relating to space 

exploration. 

 Organisms and Environments— understanding 

taxonomic classification, interdependence 

between organisms and their environments, 

and levels of organization within an ecosystem. 

 

6th Grade Advanced Science  
Leads to IPC in 8th grade 

Course Number: 4126H 

Sixth grade science focuses primarily on physical 

science and the physics and chemistry applications of 

the four scientific strands. 

 

Topics in sixth grade will include: 

 Matter and Energy—understanding the nature 

of elements and compounds, differentiating 

between chemical and physical properties of 

and changes in matter, and sources and uses of 

our natural resources. 

 Force, Motion and Energy—differentiating 

between potential and kinetic energy, heat 

transfer, and understanding the relationship 

between force and motion (including 

measurement and calculation). 

 Earth and Space—understanding of the Earth 

as part of our solar system, the role of gravity 
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on a larger scale, and issues relating to space 

exploration. 

 Organisms and Environments— 

understanding taxonomic classification, 

interdependence between organisms and their 

environments, and levels of organization 

within an ecosystem. 

 

7th Grade Science  

Course Number: 4127R 

Seventh grade science focuses primarily on 

organisms and environments and the biology 

applications of the four scientific strands. Topics 

in seventh grade will include: 

 
 Matter and Energy—conservation of energy in 

living systems, the flow of energy through 

biological systems from the sun and 

photosynthesis through decomposers, and the 

relationship of chemistry to biology. 

 Force, Motion, and Energy—interactions between 

the muscular and skeletal systems, growth of 

seedlings, and catastrophic weather events and 

their effect on ecosystems. 

 Earth and Space—the impact of natural events 

and human activities on the earth, and the 

characteristics of the Earth and our solar system 

that allow life to exist. 

 Organisms and Environments—structures and 

functions of cells; major functions of human body 

systems; how organisms obtain energy, grow, and 

reproduce; changes and adaptations of a 

population over time; and the complex interaction 

and interrelationships between organisms and their 

environment. 

 

7th Grade Advanced Science, Pre-AP  

Course Number: 4127H 
7th grade PreAP Science covers the same concepts as 

those in 7th grade science except presentation of content is 

more accelerated and complex. Additionally, all of 6th and 

8th grade life, organisms, and environment standards are 

taught in 7th Advanced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8th Grade Science  

Course Number: 4128R 

Eighth grade science focuses primarily on 

earth and space science and the geology and 

astronomy applications of the four scientific 

strands. Topics in eighth grade science will 

include: 

 
 Matter and Energy—understanding that matter is 

composed of atoms, the organizational structure 

behind the periodic table, conservation of mass, and 

the nature of chemical reactions and the formation of 

new substances. Emphasis will be places on the use 

of chemical formulas and recognition of balanced 

chemical equations. 

 Force, Motion, and Energy—Study of Newton’s 

laws and the way they relate to geologic processes 

and astronomical phenomena, evidence of Newton’s 

laws in everyday objects and activities, and 

performing calculations of speed using distance and 

time measurements. 

 Earth and Space—understanding cycles within the 

Sun, Earth and Moon systems, the structure and 

composition of galaxies, theories of the origin of the 

universe, and the use of topographic maps to study 

changes of the earth over time due to the forces of 

plate tectonics, weathering and erosion. 

 Organisms and Environments—understanding 

relationships between organisms within an 

ecosystem, the effect of biotic and abiotic factors on 

organisms, response of organisms and populations to 

natural and human influences. 

 

8th Grade Advanced Science 

Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC)  

Course Number: 4321.RJ000.Y 

In Integrated Physics and Chemistry, students 

conduct laboratory and field investigations, use 

scientific methods during investigation, and make 

informed decisions using critical thinking and 

scientific problem solving. This course integrates the 

disciplines of physics and chemistry in the following 

topics: force, motion, energy, and matter. IPC cannot 

be taken after the completion of Chemistry and/or 

Physics.  
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

 

6th Grade Social Studies- World Cultures 

Course Number: 4926R/4926H 

In Grade 6, students study people, places, and 

societies of the contemporary world. Societies for 

study are from the following regions of the world: 

Europe, Russia, and the Eurasian republics, North 

America, Central America and the Caribbean, 

South America Southwest Asia-North Africa, 

Sub- Saharan Africa, South Asia, East Asia, 

Southeast Asia, Australia, and the Pacific realm. 

Students describe the influence of individuals and 

groups on historical and contemporary events in 

those societies and identify the locations and 

geographic characteristics of various societies.  

Students identify different ways of organizing 

economic and governmental systems. The 

concepts of limited and unlimited government are 

introduced, and students describe the nature of 

citizenship in various societies. Students compare 

institutions common to all societies such as 

government, education, and religious institutions.  

Students explain how the level of technology 

affects the development of the various societies 

and identify different points of view about events. 

The concept of frame of reference is introduced as 

an influence on an individual’s point of view. 

 

7th Grade Texas History 

Course Number: 4927R 

In Grade 7, students study the history of Texas 

from early times to the present.  Content is 

presented with more depth and breadth than in 

Grade 4. Students examine the full scope of Texas 

history, including Natural Texas and its People; 

Age of Contact; Spanish Colonial; Mexican 

National; Revolution and Republic; Early 

Statehood; Texas in the Civil War and 

Reconstruction; Cotton, Cattle, and Railroads; Age 

of Oil; Texas in the Great Depression and World 

War II; Civil Rights and Conservatism; and 

Contemporary Texas eras. The focus in each era is 

on key individuals, events, and issues and their 

impact. Students identify regions of Texas and the 

distribution of population within and among the 

regions and explain the factors that caused Texas to 

change from an agrarian to an urban society. 

Students describe the structure and functions of 

municipal, county, and state governments, explain 

the influence of the U. S. Constitution on the Texas 

constitution, and examine the rights and 

responsibilities of Texas citizens. Students use 

primary and secondary sources to examine the rich 

and diverse cultural background of Texas as they 

identify the different racial and ethnic groups that 

settled in Texas to build a republic and then a state.  

Students analyze the impact of scientific discoveries 

and technological innovations on the development of 

Texas in various industries such as agricultural, 

energy, medical, computer, and aerospace. Students 

use primary and secondary sources to acquire 

information about Texas. 

 

7th Grade Texas History, Pre-AP 

Course Number: 4927H 
PEIMS: 03343000 

7th grade Pre-AP Texas History covers the same concepts 

as those in 7th grade Texas History except presentation of 

content is more accelerated and complex. Pre-AP is an 

advanced course recommended for students with a strong 

interest in history and good study skills. Out of class time 

will be necessary for success in course work.  

 

8th Grade U.S. History Course 

Number: 4928R 

In Grade 8 students study the history of the United 

States from the early colonial period through 

Reconstruction. Historical content focuses on the 

political, economic, religious, and social events and 

issues related to the colonial and revolutionary eras, 

the creation and ratification of the U.S. 

Constitution, challenges of the early republic, the 

Age of Jackson, westward expansion, sectionalism, 

Civil War, and Reconstruction. Students analyze 

the various economic factors that influenced the 

development of colonial America and the early 

years of the republic and identify the origins of the 

free enterprise system. Students examine the 

American beliefs and principles, including limited 

government, checks and balanced, federalism, 

separation of powers, and individual rights, 

reflected in the U. S. Constitution and other 

historical documents. Students evaluate the impact 

of the Supreme Court cases and major reform 

movements of the 19th century and examine the 

rights and responsibilities of citizens of the United 

States as well as the importance of effective 

leadership in a constitutional republic. Students 

evaluate the impact of scientific discoveries and 

technological innovations on the development of 

the United States. Students use critical-thinking 

skills, including the identification of bias in written, 

oral, and visual materials. 

 

 

 

 

 



- 11 
- 

 

8th Grade U.S. History, Pre-AP 

Course Number: 4928H 
Students will study the history of the United 
States from colonization through Reconstruction 
similar to 8th grade 
U.S. History, with an emphasis on higher level 

thinking skills through independent reading, analytical 

writing and in-depth discussions. Pre-AP students 

should expect to continue in the AP program with a 

goal of taking an AP social studies course and test in 

high school. Students will focus on skills required for 

the Advanced Placement social studies exam. Pre-AP 

is an advanced course recommended for students with 

a strong interest in history and good study skills. Out 

of class time will be necessary for success in course 

work. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PE) 

SB 530 requires all middle school students to take at least four semesters of Physical Education. 

Each student must complete yearly fitness assessments identified as FITNESSGRAM. 

All information regarding this assessment is available on www.fitnessgram.net 
 

 

6th Grade PE & Functional Fitness- YR Long 

Course Number: 6016R/6003R  

 

7th Grade PE- Semester Long 

Course Number 6017 

 

8th Grade PE-Semester Long 

Course Number 6018 

   
  

  

http://www.fitnessgram.net/
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6th Grade Dance & Functional Fitness- YR Long 

Course Number: 6116R/6003R 

Dance, MS1 – Semester Long 

7th Grade Course Number: 6117R 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8th Grade Course Number: 6118R 

Cougar Dancers Course Number: 

6128R 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL ATHLETICS 
 

 

We have high expectations of all student-athletes. All Small Middle School student-athletes are held to a level 

far beyond that of the normal student body. 

In order to participate in athletics the student-athlete and parent must read, complete, and sign the athletic forms in 

order to be eligible. The forms must be returned to your child’s Middle School Principal’s Office before a student can 

participate in athletics class or outside of the school day. 

All students must pass a UIL approved physical examination and complete all appropriate forms each 

year before participating in athletics. 

The athletic physical exam must be dated after May 1, 2017 for participation in the 2017-2018 school year in 

accordance with board policy. 

Coaches of any athletic team may develop stricter guidelines and requirements for students in their sport. 

Students who do not meet the physical or behavior requirements for participation in athletics may be removed 

from athletics at the coach’s discretion. 

All students participating in athletics will also be required to agree to abide by the Extracurricular Code 

of Conduct. Participation: 
1. Athletics requires participation in interschool competition. This includes daily practice and/or competition before 

and/or after school and on weekends. 

2. It is mandatory that athletes dress out for class each day so that the athlete is better able to participate. 

3. If a student fails one class for the nine weeks, that student will not be able to play in games but is still required to 

practice until they regain eligibility. 

 

District forms for athletic participation can be found at <need web site here> and will be available after May 1, 2017 

for the 2017-2018 school year. 

 

Each student must complete a yearly fitness assessment identified as FITNESSGRAM. All information 

regarding this assessment is available on www.fitnessgram.net 

 

 

Sports offered during the athletic class and after school 

include: Boys:   football and basketball 

Girls:   volleyball and basketball 
 

Sports offered before and after school 

include: Track, soccer, golf, tennis 
 

Students only in sports offered before and after school do not sign up for an athletic period, but still must turn 

in all appropriate paperwork to participate. 

 

 

 

7th Grade Athletics 
Fall Course Number: 6217 

Spring Course Number 6237 

 
8th Grade Athletics 

Fall Course Number: 6218 

Spring Course Number 6238

http://www.fitnessgram.net/
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Elective Courses 

FULL-YEAR COURSES 

Students will be given their first choice elective if possible. However, they may be placed in their second 

or third choice, so choose carefully. Any student not receiving a passing score on reading and/or math 

STAAR may be placed in an enrichment course in lieu of an elective. 
 

 

Beginning Band, MS1 

Course Number: 5326R 

Band is designed as a progressive learning and skill development course in instrumental music. Students will 

develop concentration, prepare and practice individual parts, develop self and group discipline, and 

coordination. They will study music history and band literature. Students will express themselves through 

musical performances and explore career opportunities.  All directors assist in a team teaching environment. 

 

At Small, Beginning Band is offered in the sixth grade. After the students take beginning band class in the sixth 

grade, they are able to take regular performing band classes the following years in middle and high school. 

 

Beginning band students may start on flute, clarinet, oboe*, bassoon*, alto saxophone, cornet (trumpet), French 

horn*, trombone, baritone*, tuba*, and percussion. Instruments marked with an asterisk (*) are available 

through the school district. 

 

Students interested in band should mark band on their choice sheet and plan to attend the instrument placement 

event for the middle school they will attend. 
 

For proper instrument placement, district band staff will individually evaluate all students. Physical 

characteristics, school grades, proper instrument balance, and student’s personal preferences will be considered. 

Students must attend and try out so they are placed in the approved band classes in the fall. 

 

Clint Small MS Instrument Selection Nights 

 
Tuesday, March 21. @ Oak Hill Elem. 4:15PM-6:00PM 

*All Students from Oak Hill and any transfer students may attend this evening. 

 
Wednesday, March 22 @ Small MS in the cafeteria.4:45PM-7:45PM. 

(Last name A-M attend between 4:45PM and 6:15M. N-Z 6:15-7:45PM) 
*All students from Mills & Patton may attend this evening. 

If you can't come to your designated evening/time, you may come to the other. 

Specific times are set to alleviate too many people coming at once. 

 
Jazz Band 
Jazz Band 

Course Number: 5528 

Advanced 7th and 8th grade band students explore and learn techniques of jazz, swing, pop, rock, blues, 

showmanship, and basic improvisation. This course may include rehearsals and performances outside the school 

day. 
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Clint Small Orchestra 
 

Being involved in instrumental music provides an enriching cultural, social, and educational experience. A great 

deal of self-discipline is developed by mastery of a musical instrument. It provides an emotional outlet and 

appreciation that is carried throughout life. Learning to play an instrument and performing are hard work, yet 

rewarding.   

 

        

 

6th grade Orchestra 

Course 5409R 
Incoming students will have two instrument selection nights in March of 5th grade when they can try different 

instruments in which they are interested and get more information about being in the orchestra program. Students 

need only attend one session and it is a come and go session that will be in the evening. Please plan on attending 

one of these nights if your child is interested in being in 6th grade orchestra. You are also welcome to make an 

appointment with Ms. Miller in advance to try string instruments: carrie.miller@austinisd.org 

 

7th and 8th grade Orchestra 

Course 5427   
During the spring semester, 6th grade students will audition on scales and selected music for placement into either 

7th or 8th grade Performing Orchestras for the following school year. Students are placed in the appropriate orchestra 

according to their ability level and where they are going to be challenged, yet successful. 

 

Does playing in Orchestra require a lot of time?  
Orchestra is an academic elective that is taught during school hours. As with most school subjects, students must do 

some study at home for proper improvement. Generally,15-30 minutes of daily practice are necessary for successful 

results. During the sixth grade year, very little out of school time is involved.  Usually, beginners play two or three 

concerts a year. As the student advances in years, they will become a member of a full performing organization 

which presents concerts, compete at University Interscholastic League music contests, and participate in other 

events. 

 

How does playing in the Orchestra affect other grades? 
The self-discipline and motivation acquired through learning to play a string instrument well have proven to be 

tremendous aids in maintaining good academic records. Academic standards are required for all students to 

participate in U.I.L. and other contests. More than 60% of the students in orchestra are on the honor roll each six 

weeks and many of these students take one or more honor classes. 

 

Can Orchestra students participate in sports and other school activities? 
Students in orchestra participate in all areas of school activities. They are involved in every type of sport and have 

been cheerleaders, members of the dance team, in drama productions, elected to the Student Council, etc... The 

most important consideration is that the student is interested in and makes time for each additional activity. 

 

Carrie Miller, Orchestra Director 

512-841-6729 / carrie.miller@austinisd.org 

mailto:carrie.miller@austinisd.org
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Choir, MS1 

Course Number: 5626R 

The purpose of choir is to help students learn vocal 

techniques and sight-reading skills that will enhance 

their abilities to enjoy many kinds of music 

throughout their lives. This will include daily work 

on vocal techniques, continuation of the Kodaly 

system of music reading, singing in two and three- 

part harmony, concert etiquette and learning to 

prepare a vocal score. As they learn and prepare 

music for performances, students will explore other 

languages and cultures. 

 

What We Do: 

 Improve singing voices 

 Learn to sing in two parts 

 Learn to read music 

 Learn a variety of songs to perform 

 Learn concert etiquette 

 Learn proper diction for singing 

 Develop confidence 

 Learn to compete fairly 

 Learn to work as a team 

Special Activities 

 Fall, winter and spring concerts 

 Special programs for school and community 

 Solo and Ensemble Contest 

 Field trip near end of school year 

 

Choir, MS2 

Course Number: girl 5627/boy 5620 

 

Choir, MS3 5626 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theatre, MS1 

Course Number: 1616R Year Long 

Course Number: 1616R Semester 

Students will get to know themselves better and 

develop a deeper understanding of the world around 

them by experiencing theatre first hand. By 

participating in pantomime, clowning, 

improvisation, storytelling, puppetry, role-playing, 

and set design, the students will have an opportunity 

to increase their skills in imagination, concentration 

and observation. 

 

Theatre, MS2 (2nd Year in Theatre) 

Course Number: 1617 
Theatre, MS2 students must have completed Theatre, 
MS1, or a theatre course in middle school, in order to 
take this higher level theatre class. Activities may 

include performance nights, competitions and full-

scale productions.  Students who complete Theatre, 

MS2 in 7th Grade are encouraged to take Theatre 1 for 

high school credit in 8th grade. 

 

Intermediate Theatre, MS2 (2nd Year in 

Theatre) Course Number: 1617 

 

Advanced Theatre, MS2 (2nd Year in 

Theatre) Course Number: 1617 
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Art, MS1 (1st year in Art) 

Course Number: 5026R Year Long 

Course Number: 5016R Semester 

Four basic strands--perception, creative 

expression/performance, historical and cultural 

heritage, and critical evaluation--provide broad, 

unifying structures for organizing the knowledge and 

skills students are expected to acquire. This course is 

designed to expose students to a variety of media and 

tools; they will create various projects while they 

explore different forms of art. Students rely on their 

perceptions of the environment, developed through 

increasing visual awareness and sensitivity to 

surroundings, memory, imagination, and life 

experiences, as a source for creating artworks. They 

express their thoughts and ideas creatively, while 

challenging their imagination, fostering reflective 

thinking, and developing disciplined effort and 

problem-solving skills. By analyzing artistic styles 

and historical periods students develop respect for 

the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. 

Students respond to and analyze artworks, thus 

contributing to the development of lifelong skills of 

making informed judgments and evaluations. 

Student work will be exhibited throughout 

the school and in art shows and contests. 

 
Art, MS2 (Semester)  
Course Number: 5117 
 
Art, MS3 (Semester) 
Course Number: 5118 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Advanced Art, MS3 (year long)  
Course Number: 5228  
 

Art students must have completed the Art, MS1, 

or an art course in middle school, in order to take 

this higher level art class. Students will focus on 

individual expression, elements and principles of 

design, and expanding their skill level while 

studying various artists and art styles. This course 

is designed to help students further explore many 

different types of media and tools; they will create 

various projects while they continue to explore 

and develop their own unique style in different 

forms of art. Student work will be exhibited 

throughout the school and in art shows and 

contests.  
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